Natural transmission of gibbon leukemia virus.
Gibbon leukemia virus can infect prenatal gibbons through in utero infection or postnatal gibbons through contact transmission. The transmission of infectious virus was from viremic gibbons and not from uninfected or antibody-positive animals. The two modes of transmission could be distinguished by the amount of proviral DNA integrated into the muscle tissue of viremic gibbons. Muscle of gibbons infected postnatally had little or no proviral DNA, whereas gibbons infected prenatally had a large quantity of proviral DNA.